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Kazuhiko (Kazu) TAKEMOTO  

Senior Advisor to Minister of the Environment, Japan 

Mr. Takemoto was appointed as Senior Advisor to Minister for international 

cooperation in August 2010.  He is currently affiliated with the United 

Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU IAS) as Senior Fellow 

and with the University of Tokyo IR3S as Project Coordinator for Global 

Environment Research. Prior to these appointments, he developed policies on 

international environmental cooperation and global environment, in particular, 

climate change as Vice-Minister for Global Environment Affairs. He also 

served as a Director-General of Environmental Management Bureau (2005-08), 

responsible for air and water quality management and enhancement of the 

environmental co-benefits. Mr. Takemoto served for the OECD/EPOC as Vice 

Chair (2004-07) and the UNFCCC COP3 as Special Assistant to its President 

(1997).  He received Master of International Public Policy from the Johns  

Hopkins University SAIS (1992) and Bachelor of Engineering in  

Environmental Planning from the University of Tokyo (1974). 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2010 Current Position, Senior Fellow,  

 United Nations University Institute of Advanced 

Studies(UNU/IAS) 

2008 Vice-Minister for Global Environmental Affairs, 

Ministry of the Environment (MOE) 

2005 Director-General, Environmental Management 

Bureau, MOE 

2003 Deputy Director-General, Global Environment 

Bureau, MOE 

2002 Director, Waste Management Division, MOE 

2001 Counselor, Minister’s Secretariat, MOE 

1999 Director, Global Environmental Protection Division, 

MOE 

1998 Director for External Affairs, Minister’s Secretariat, 

MOE 

1996 Senior Advisor, Global Environment Department, 

MOE  

1995 Research Scholar, International Institute for Applied 

Studies Analysis (IIASA) 

1993 Director, Global Environmental Research Office, 

MOE 

1989 Environmental Specialist, Asia Technical 

Department, The World Bank 

 

AFFILIATIONS 

Research Intern, East-West Center, 1978-1979 

JICA Expert for Environmental Technical Training in Malaysia, 

1987 

JICA Expert for Air Quality Management in Shanghai, 1987-89  

Member of Standing Committee of START, 1994-96 

Director, Asia Pacific Network for Global Change Research 

(APN), 1993-95 

Member of the IIASA National Committee, 2000- 

Vice Chair, International Group of Funding Agencies for Global 

Change Research (IGFA), 2001-02 

Vice Chair, OECD/Working Group on Waste Prevention and 

Recycling (WGWPR), 2002-03 

Vice Chair, OECD/Environmental Policy Committee (EPOC), 

2004-07 

Co-Chair, Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD),  

2010 

 

Publications 

“Low-Carbon Cities,” 2010, Gakugei (Co-author) 

“Global Environment and China,” 1999, Iwanami (Co-author) 

“Sustainable Society,” 1998, Iwanami (Co-author) 

“Urban and Industrial Management in Developing Countries : 

Lessons from Japanese Experience,”1998, EDI, The World 

Bank, (English, Co-author) 

“Economic Development and Environment in China,”1995, 

Tohoku Economics Publication, (Chinese, Co-author) 


